MORE ABOUT FINANCE

that I would keep strictly to the word of my original
letters to Russia, in which I had stressed the fact
that I was not going to the Union to make a fortune.
If it would satisfy them, and at the same time
simplify matters for their Government, I was pre-
pared to waive my right and accept Rs. 4,000 in
their own currency. Looking back I have nothing
but regret for that rash action, but taking all in all
I am inclined to believe that perhaps it saved me
from greater trouble later. There was no doubt
that Comrade Sludsky was immediately informed of
my decision and this fact was sufficient to prevent
a charge of anti-Soviet activities which might very
easily have been " framed " against me by some of
my rivals.

So sudden was my decision that everyone was
astounded. Averom rose hastily from his seat and
left the room, presumably to telephone the news to
Gurievitch. I told Frankel to make out a receipt
in his own handwriting and that I would sign it.
He did so and the conference broke up, after Dr.
Rutyers had shaken hands with me and told me he
would always remember me kindly. Someone then
brought in the roubles which were handed to me and
I left for my hotel.

Strangely enough on arrival at the hotel I was
presented with a bill for 4,000 roubles, precisely
the sum I had received from the commission. Not
only was I required to pay this sum but an extra
twelve and a half per cent, because the bill had not
been settled earlier. Procuring a stamped receipt
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